
Egremont Planning Board 
Minutes August 4, 2020 

                        

Call to Order:  10:04 AM 
Present via Zoom:  Jared Kelly, Eddie Regendahl, Nick Keene, Matthew Bersani, 
Donna Gordon 
Citizens in Attendance:  Marj Wexler, George McGurn, Eileen Vining, Mary McGurn, 
Stephen Cohen, Rick Ramsey. 

Chairperson Kelly announced that the official record of this meeting is being kept by 
written minutes and recorded. 

Form A’s: none 

Citizen’s Time:  none 

Minutes:  July 23, 2020, minutes were reviewed and will be resubmitted with edits. 

Mail: 
• Mt. Washington Planning Board voted to grant a special permit on an application to 

demolish and rebuild an existing single family structure within 150 feet of a pond. 
• Mt. Washington Planning Board voted to grant a special permit on an application for  

construction of a deck on a pre-existing non-conforming structure. 
• Great Barrington Notice to Abutters of a Public Hearing on August 24, 2020, at 6:00 

PM to act on the Special Permit application from Hillcrest Educational Centers, 
Pittsfield, MA, to operate a group home at 6 Ramsdell Road, Great Barrington.  

Review and revise, if needed ADU Bylaw: 
For the benefit of new Board members, Chairperson Kelly gave an overview of the 
purpose and philosophy behind the drafting of the ADU Bylaw which will be folded into 
the existing zoning Bylaw. Briefly, several town committees and citizens recognized the 
need for affordable housing and a way to generate additional revenue for home owners. 

The Board agreed that the ADU Bylaw is in final draft form.  With the exception of one   
revision around definition language, there were no other suggested changes.  
Chairperson Kelly reviewed  for the Board the steps necessary to bring the Bylaw to a 
vote starting with setting a date for a Public Hearing. 

Discuss regulations of Marijuana Establishments (MEs) 

Member Matt introduced and walked us through his process for the first draft of a 
Marijuana Bylaw.  The Board agreed the draft was well organized, all encompassing 
and provided a springboard for a healthy discussion. The draft included enough  
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safeguards while leaving enough flexibility to allow the town to exercise a level of 
discretion in all license categories. 

The Board proceeded to discuss each license category and focused on ME’s that may 
have the greatest impact on the town.  Various nuisance issues that citizens have 
worried about were explored particularly odor, light and noise control, as well as security 
with regard to Marijuana production, (also known as Manufacturing) and indoor/outdoor 
cultivation facilities. The Board considered set-backs and canopy size as possible ways 
to mitigate.  Member Nick raised the issue of Lighting/Parking and the need to research 
Lumen standards as local light standards and National commercial standards are vastly 
different.  

Citizen Steve Cohen offered his personal experience with outdoor cultivation and spoke 
to the importance of monitoring in-door and outdoor odor which he said is very hard to 
control, if at all. He reported that most residence complaints were about odor, 
appearance, water, light and noise.  He reported that the odor can last anywhere from 
1.5 weeks to one month.  He suggested that written policy dictate applicants pay for any 
expenses incurred by the town to study odor and other nuisance issues.  

Mary McGurn shared her belief that the Craft Marijuana Cooperative is a way to help 
local farmers and benefit the community.  She asked the Board to give serious thought  
to the impact of restrictions, if any, would have on other license categories.  She offered 
guidance on new legislative amendments to CCC regulations regarding set backs from 
schools, as well as CCC general advice.  She recommended some resources for the 
Board to read and offered to send them to us.   

Several footnotes were included in the draft with regard to legal questions.  A list will be 
compiled and submitted to Chairperson Kelly to forward to Town Counsel.  

The BP will continue to be the SPGA for all new businesses in town, including Marijuana 
related business unless due to non-conforming issues, the ZBA is designated. 

New Business:  Member Eddie reported on the Berkshire Regional Planning 
Commission (BRPC) monthly meeting where he participated in a vote for Egremont and 
assisted with the transition of the new PB liaison. 

Future Meetings:  Wednesday, August 19, 2020, at 10:00 AM 

Meeting Adjourned:  12:19 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 
Donna B. Gordon, Clerk 
August, 9, 2020 




