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REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK

At the Special Town Meeting of March 27,2018 voters present approved the funding to
purchase an electronic voting tabulator. The May local election was the last time voters used the
100 year old wooden voting box to cast their ballots. The new electronic tabulator will greatly
assist our elections workers who had previously worked into the wee hours of the morning hand-

counting ballots.

Births July 1, 2017 — June 30, 2018

October 3, 2017
November 4, 2017
November 6, 2017
December 21, 2017

Francesca Jane Bishop-Berg, daughter of Sarah Bishop & Matthew Berg
Juniper Daphne Greene, daughter of Tiffany & Nicholas Greene

Bailey May Lillard, daughter of Kimberly Lawson & William Lillard
Selena Belle Cudal, daughter of Chona Ciedal & Sansnoble Cudal

Marriages July 1, 2017 — June 30,2018

September 9, 2017
May 19, 2018
June 23, 2018
June 9, 2018

Megan Lynn Duprey & Mark Herman Schneeberger Jr. of Copake, NY
Audrey Marie Hosier & Stephen David Flebotte of Malta, NY
Jennifer Lynn Hamm & Roger Edwin Bailey of Egremont, MA

Megan Montgomery & Brianna Sawyer of Egremont, MA

Deaths July 1, 2017 — June 30,2018

August 11,2017
September 19, 2017
October 11, 2017
December 2, 2017
December 12, 2017
January 9, 2018
March 3, 2018
March 30, 2018
April 3, 2018
March 25,2018
April 10, 2018

Allan Carter, born Dublin, Ireland
Dorothy Lillian Pruhuber, born Rockville Center, NY
Alwin Schnufelberger, born Schliereu, Switzerland
Mary Comarato, born Bronx, NY
Joan Carter, born Whitefish, MT
Brian Moran, born Chicago, IL
Richard Stevens Shaw, born Great Barrington, MA
Richard F. Snow, born Great Barrington, MA
Elliot Krancer, born Brooklyn, NY
Linde W. Deris, born Breslau, Germany
Beverly Almond, born Great Neck, NY

April 20, 2018 Thomas D. Defino, born Pittsfield, MA
May 31, 2018 Stella Rose Smith, born Poughkeepsie, NY
May 31, 2018 Priscilla Burdsall, born Philadelphia, PA
June 25,2018 Barbara E. Frye, born Lynn, MA
Respectfully Submitted,

Juliette S. Haas, Egremont Town Clerk
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REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN BERKSHIRE DISTRICT DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS’

SERVICES

To the Honorable Select Board: .
Thank you for allowing me to service the member

great strides in reaching out to our veterans in our lo

towns, their veterans, and widows. We have made
cal area, letting them know the various services available

to them from Elderly Services, Community Actions and also the local senior centers. During FY 2018 we

Chapter 115 Submissions and Return from the State:

have seen a slight increase in all areas of operation and currently have 43 active Chapter 115 claims.

Town

FY 2018 Submitted. 7/01/17-6/30/18

Pmt Dye in FY 2019-FY 2018 - 75%

Egremont

$8,372.07

$6,279.05

Over the last year we have completed the following for our member town’s veterars:

Applications for VA Health Care

ALS/Disability/A&A/Appeals/Life Insurance

DD 214s

Request for Grave Markers

Tax Abatements/SS help/other requests
Flags to funerals homes for veterans
Assisted with Dr. Appointments

Home and Office Visits

Veterans Services Phone Calls

35
66
55
12
54
46
20
438
1445

For FY 2018 District budget was reduced by the reserve resulting m a smaller assessment for the
During these trying financial times all veterans and widows are encouraged to contact this

member towns.

office or the US Department of Veterans Affairs and review current
place. Egremont’ apportionment towards the FY 20

population percentage on the 2010 Census.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laurie J. Hils

Southern Berkshire District Director for Veteran Services
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REPORT OF THE WATER DEPARTMENT

The Egremont Water Department continues to increase the amount of receipts from the monthly
billings. Advances in our software and billing system have resulted in more accurate reporting
and billing. As the Department strives for more efficiency, fewer pumping hours and the solar
panels at the plant contribute to reduced operating costs.

The Department has been able to reduce finished water outflows another eight per cent over
fiscal year 2017 due to leak detection, infrastructure repairs and more precise metering. Leak
detection efforts continue across the entire system with the assistance of Massachusetts Rural
Water Association. Replacement of transmitters and meter maintenance contribute to more
efficient operations and ensure correct meter readings.

Copper and lead testing is accomplished on a twice-yearly basis; Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection has required the additional round of testing to monitor pH levels in the
system. DEP has also required that there be additional testing of source water and the addition of
a corrosion control protocol and system to be installed. Monthly testing results for other
contaminants are forwarded to the MA DEP.

Monthly water bills are generated, printed and mailed directly from Town Hall. The Water
Department Clerk is available weekdays during normal Town Hall hours to answer questions and
provide information about the water system and billing.

Meetings of the Commissioners are held monthly at Town Hall.
Respectively submitted:

Steve Agar

Poly Lanoue

Ray Palmucci

Egremont Water Commissioners

(Smiley’s Pond - photo courtesy of Hans Carlson)
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~ BERKSHIRE
COMMUNITY ACTION

Communit ¥y Driven.. . Com munity

LA

trong

Www.bcacinc 0org

December 13, 2017

Town of Egremont
Select Board

P.O. Box 368
Egremont, MA 01258

Dear Town of Egremont Select Board,

BCAC would like to request $1,000 in funds from the town of Egremont to serve only

N residents in Egremont who request emergency assistance. Although we cannot predict the
demand for emergency assistance, we must prepare for the event should it arise. BCAC
provided fuel assistance to 26 households in Egremont and Weatherization services to 2
households in 2017,

Berkshire Community Action Council, Inc. was established in 1966 as a private, non-profit
corporation, for the purpose of promoting the well-being of low-income people in Berkshire
County, Massachusetts. BCAC provides a number of services that assist low-income
residents of Berkshire County. These services and programs include but are not limited to
fuel assistance, weatherization and utility resources, transportation, emergency assistance, and
food pantries. BCAC continues to operate a program targeting at risk youth and an Asset
Development Initiative that encourages low-income participants to build capital. All these
programs are designed to provide emergency assistance, prevention, support and advocacy for
low-income residents. BCAC is dedicated to the principle of maximum feasibility
participation among low-income residents by encouraging their participation in the planning
and development of initiatives that focus on reducing poverty and community development.
In 2017, BCAC received and responded to over 7,925 eligible fuel assistance applicants
countywide,

Thank you,

7@ hocher

¢ Sheehan
CFO/Berkshire Community Action Council, Inc.

1531 East Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201 Telephone: (413) 445-4503 = Fax: (413) 447-7871

86



CHP Administration
444 Stockbridge Road

P.O. Bax 30

Great Barrington, MA 01230
413-528-9311

CHP Adams Internists
19 Depot: Street, Suite 1
Adams, MA 01220
413-743-1080

CHP Barrington
OB/GYN

780 Main Street

Great Barrington, MA 01230
413-528-1470

CHP Berkshire
Pediatrics

777 North St., Svite 305
Pittsfield, MA 01201
413-499.8500

CHP Dental Center
343 Main Street, Suite 1
Great Barrington, MA 01230
"43-52B-5565

CHP Family Services
442 Stackbridge Road
Great Barrington, MA 01230
413-528-0457

CHP Health Center
444 stockbridge Road
Great Barrington, MA 01230
413-528-8580

CHP Lee Family Practice
11 Quarry Hilf Road

Lee, MA 01238
413-243-0536

CHP Neighborhood
Dental Center

510 North Street, Sujte 2
Pittsfield, MA 01201
413-447-2781

CHP Neighborhood
Health Center

510 North Street, Suite 1
Pittsfield, MA 01201
413-447-2351

iP North Adams
ramily Medicine
71 Hospitat Avenue
3rd Floor, North Wing
North Adams, MA 01247
413-664-4088

COMMUNITY HEALTH PROGRAMS, INC.

Community Health Programs;
Report on Services Rendered in the Last Year to
Residents of the Town of Egremont

CHP's Women, Infants, Children
education and WiC checks for healthy foods to town

support th.::tt the town of Egremont has provided that has heiped make such a
difference in so many lives of its residents, regardless of their economic status,

www.communityhealthprograms.org
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é 41 MAHAIWE STREET
GREAT BARRINGTON, MA 01230

~ CONSTRUCT

PH 413-5628-1985 | I'X 213-528-0192

OFFICERS December 19, 2017

Elizabeth Rosenberg
Chair of the Board

Town of Egremont
Peter Cherneff

Office Administrator
Vice President 171 Egremont Plain Rd.

Keith Seidman Egremont, MA 01258-0368

Treasurer Dear Town Leaders,

t Zi
Janet Zimmerman I want to express my appreciation for the Town of Egremont's ongoing

Secretary support of those with low incomes that affect their housing and financial
stability. With your help, we served over 550 south county neighbors
including many from Egremont itself as almot 20% of its residents have

BOARD MEMBERS low income -that's over 200 people.

Michael Alper We could not help as many without your partnership.

Nick Arienti Enclosed please find Construct's invoice for the 2018 appropriation.

Th Berkel
omas Serke Construct requests that Egremont renew its support for 2019 at the same

Stacey Billups $1000.00 level. Enclosed please also find the 2019 contract for services
Tony Chojnowski upon which Egremont residents can depend to address their need for

affordable housing and financial stability.
Shirley Friedman-Yahalem

Evan Hardcastle Thank you so much for your support.
Neil Hirsch

Sincerely
John james

7 2
Sara Koffman (74 ?(L(’,fél’
Marcia Lawrence Soltes Jahe Ralph
Mark Rosengren Executive Director
Deborah Ryan
Anne Schnesel
Elaine Silberstein
Bruce Teague

Susie Weekes Roeder

Jane Ralph

Executive Director
e

LIVEUHLE?
i é\ WWW.CONSTRUCTINC.ORG



o 24-hour Hotline 1-866-401-2425

S Jree and confidential
e page 1 of 4
| o
|

Ao February 5, 2018

Attn: Mary Brazie, Office Administrator
Board of Selectmen

Town of Egremont

P. 0. Box 368

Egremont, MA 01258-0368

Re: Request for Payment for FY2018 and Request for FY2019 Town Appropriation of $500
Dear Selectmen,

I am writing to request payment of the FY2018 Town of Egremont appropriation of $500. | am also
writing to ask that the Town of Egremont again support the work of Elizabeth Freeman Center by
appropriating $500 to our organization for FY2019.

As | write this, the Berkshires is still reeling from news that on January 5, 2018, Christa Leigh
Steele-Knudslien of North Adams was found dead and her husband arrested for her murder. In
2017, Celeste Kordana of Pittsfield and Joanne Ringer of Clarksburg were murdered by their
husbands. At least 1/3 of homicides in Berkshire County in the past 10 years are domestic violence
murders. Our rates of 209A and 258E protection orders for domestic violence and sexual assault
are 23% and 22% above the state average.

Violence is not just a big city problem. in fact, client experiences, our own histories, and available
data tell us that rural survivors are at an elevated risk of intimate partner violence (IPV) homicide,
experience higher than average prevalence and more chronic and severe IPV, and have worse
psychosocial and physical heaith outcomes due to difficulties accessing help. Massachusetts has
recognized that rural survivors of violence are twice as likely to have severe physical injuries as
their urban counterparts. Residents of rural communities have unique impediments to getting
help. Lack of transportation, isolation, kinship ties, poverty and traditional values all contribute to
the barriers rural victims face when attempting to end the abuse in their lives. The levels and
severity of violence are high but often hidden.

Domestic and sexual violence are widely recognized as primary causes of poverty and
homelessness. Studies show that people will suffer abuse longer if they cannot feed and shelter
themselves and their children. At EFC, we see this first-hand. We also see, in ways that don’t get
media attention, the profound long-term effects these types of violence often have on the lives of
survivors, their children, and the wider community. Violence affects us, our children, our friends,
our neighbors, our coworkers, our towns.
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Who we are and what we do:

Elizabeth Freeman Center (EFC) is the domestic violence program and rape crisis center for all of
Berkshire County. EFC represents the merger in 1997 of two grass roots organizations: Women
Services Center, formed in 1974 to address domestic violence; and Rape Crisis Center, formed in
1976 to address sexual assault. We adopted the name Elizabeth Freeman Center, inspired by the
incredible courage and determination of our nationally recognized local hero, Elizabeth Freeman.

In 43 years, we've grown from small groups of dedicated volunteers working out of their cars and
homes to become a county-wide presence with an array of services and strong partnerships. We
now have offices in the three major areas of Berkshire County- located in Great Barrington,
Pittsfield and North Adams- and a secure residential shelter with ten bedrooms, with staff also
sited in the Pittsfield and Adams police departments, Family and Probate Court, the Northern and
Southern Berkshire District Courts, and Berkshire County Kids’ Place. We are spread throughout
this large rural county, albeit thinly, so that people know who we are, how we can help, how to
reach us, and how we can work together.

EFC strives to:

® ensure that all people whose lives are affected by domestic and sexual violence have
access {0 necessary services to escape violence, heal from past violence and rebuild their
lives;

» educate the public about domestic and sexual violence and promote the prevention of
violence; and

* end domestic-and sexual violence by working with others for social change to create a
culture of respect and justice.

Our services help survivors get and stay safe, heal from fear and trauma, break down isolation,
improve self-esteem and self-awareness, improve social relationships and functioning, reengage in
school, build social networks, address health issues, develop education and career goals, and
envision and create a new future.

We serve adult and child survivors of violence, children who have witnessed violence and non-
offending family members. Our services include: a 24/7 toll-free hotline with emergency services
including shelter, transportation, phones, and food, with physical response to hospitals and police
stations following an attack; a secure residential shelter with in-house support services; individual
counseling, advocacy and safety planning; support groups; our Domestic Violence Homelessness
Response Program; our LGBTQ, Access Project; SAFEPLAN legal advocacy in county courts to assist
victims in obtaining protection orders (commonly called “restraining orders”); specialized services
for immigrants and for survivors with disabilities; secure supervised visitation services; SafePet, a
collaborative program with Berkshire Humane Society that shelters pets when their owners need
to leave their homes because of violence; partner contact for the area’s batterers’ intervention
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education program; primary prevention/sex education programs for children and youth; and on-
site legal assistance through Community Legal Aid.

This past year, our financial independence initiative called “Money School” received the state 2017
Innovation Award. We also were awarded funding from the state to expand our specialized
services for survivors with disabilities and to expand services for children exposed to domestic
violence to our Great Barrington and North Adams offices.

We are active in many community organizations and coalitions, including the South County Health
Caravan, the Multicultural Race Task Force, Human/Animal Violence Education Network, the
District Attorney’s quarterly meetings, Berkshire County Head Start Executive Board, the Berkshire
Connector Collaborative, the Department of Children and Families’ Trauma-informed Leadership
Team, and the Homelessness Continuum of Care Committee. We have strong partnerships with
law enforcement, the courts, area schools and coileges, health providers, community coalitions,
housing and homelessness providers, child serving agencies, Berkshire Immigrant Center,
Community Health Program, Tapestry, employment services, faith-based groups, literacy and ESL
groups, women'’s service organizations, civic organizations, and business associations.

We are appointed members of the advisory boards of the Department of Children and Families
and the Department of Transitional Assistance as well as a Governor’s appointee to the Chapter
260 Special Legislative Commission on Violence, Housing and Shelter. We regularly communicate
with our legislators and inform others of pending issues through our electronic newsletter
Freeman Flash and through our membership on community committees and coalitions.

Services are accessible regardless of language, ability, or gender , , :
identity and are culturally sensitive to issues of race, ethnicity, AL ' D_GESN 0 'SERIM’M_‘TE‘
national origin, sexual orientation, and age. EFC sites and sheiter NEITHER D0 WE. m EJ l_ij
are handicap accessible. Our staff is racially and culturally diverse, m 7S] m

with 40% identifying as persons of color, 20% bilingual, and 17% -y b.t_ﬁ ] |
LGBTQ. We have TTY, subscribe to telephone interpretation ! ' L W € ne—
services and hire interpreters as needed. All of our services are

free and confidential with speciat protections under MGL Ch. 233 §§20k and 20j.

Our Great Barrington office is a full service office providing emergency services including shelter
and transportation, counseling and advocacy for adults and children, support groups, SAFEPLAN
court advocacy in the Southern Berkshire District Court, specialized counseling and advocacy for
LGBTQ survivors of violence (who often face particular barriers to support and safety), our “Money
School” financial independence program, community education, and prevention services focused
on youth. Staffing includes four staff members (one Spanish-speaking), equivalent to 3.4 full-time
positions. Three of our staff grew up in the south county area and all four have close ties with the
community,
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Last year, Elizabeth Freeman Center provided hotline, counseling, advocacy, court assistance and
Money School services to seven persons identifying their residence as Egremont through our Great
Barrington office and in Southern Berkshire District Court. 102 of those we served did not identify
their residence. Particularly for those living in small towns in which anonymity is an issue, people
often do not identify where they live.

Conclusion:

We envision a world in which we can walk without fear, wherever we want, whenever we want; a
world in which our daughters’ clothing will never be seen as an excuse for rape, in which we can
let our children go to the park or walk to school without worry. We envision a world in which we
are safe in our own homes. We have much more work to do. Our core responsibility is to respond
to and prevent violence. This will not change; however, our response cannot be simplistic. Our
work is important, effective, far reaching and holistic. It saves lives and increases the health of our
community and children.

We hope that you will continue to support us. In spite of funding cuts, we have maintained and
improved our services due to the support and generosity of our community. Our organization

operates on a shoestring and we spend each dollar carefuily. You can be sure that your
appropriation will be put to good use.

Please do call me if you have any questions about Elizabeth Freeman Center or our application.
And if you would like us to speak anywhere, definitely let us know.

Thank you for your past support and for the ongoing support you provide us.

Sincerely,

ois Ton, dir. e

]gnigzaéoderick
#~Executive Director
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" Fairview Hospital
% BERKSHIRE HEALTH SYSTEMS

December 26, 2017

The Town of Egremont Administrator
P.O. Box 368
Egremont, MA 01258-0368

To the Egremont Community,

Rehabilitation visits, 455 lab tests, Imotherand baby, 54 cardiology patients, 21 treatments at Fairview’s Wound
Center and 328 radiology exams. We also provided over 28 outpatient surgical procedures, 1 swing bed stay for
Medicare patients, 2 Ppatients for nutrition counseling for their children, and 23 endoscopic procedures. This does

Tam pleased to share that Fairview Hospital has once again been recognized nationally and named “One of America’s
Top Rural Hospitals” by the Leapfrog Group, an independent hospital watchdog organization. OQur entire team has
worked hard to achieve this designation. The Leapfrog Group collects and transparently reports hospital
performance, empowering purchasers to find the highest value care and giving consumers the lifesaving information.
Fairview is one of only 18 rural hospitals in America to receive this Top distinction. It is an honor we earn every day
with each patient we serve.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Ariat}f&‘éa;i, ];Q% /E\\- .

Executive Vice President

VB (;ggmm@foksiﬂfj \
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REPORT OF THE EGREMONT GARDEN CLUB

Members of the Egremont Garden Club spent many hours this year on civic projects in
the Town. We maintained the garden at the entrance to Hillside Cemetery, the plantings
at the Town Hall and on the Green in the south village, the garden at the Egremont Free
Library, the triangle at the intersection of Creamery Rd. & Rte. 23, and the bridge boxes
on Buttonball Lane and Egremont Sheffield Road. The club purchased five shrubs and
planted them at the Creamery Rd triangle. The library garden was enhanced by the
planting of annuals and we purchased and planted two containers which were placed near
the front entrance. The club plants annuals in the bridge boxes several times from April
to October and members contribute their time and effort to the daily watering regimen.

The club hosted their annual Plant Sale on Memorial Day weekend at the First
Congregational Church. This event is the major fundraiser for the club.

A container design workshop and a field trip to the “Bridge of Flowers” in Shelburne
Falls, VT were also part of the club’s activities this year and gave the members some new
ideas for the gardens we maintain in the Town.

Every August the club provides mugs of flowers to the Meals-on-Wheels program and
then holiday mugs of greenery in December. Holiday centerpieces are created for the
Great Barrington Senior Center. Our members also make and distribute the holiday
wreaths that adorn all the public buildings in North and South Egremont.

The Gertrude Burdsall Memorial Scholarship was presented this year to a graduating
senior from Mt Everett Regional High School. The Gertrude Burdsall Memorial Lecture,
which benefits the scholarship fund, was held this year in September at the Berkshire
Botanical Garden in Stockbridge. The program this year was entitled “the Japanese Tea
Garden: Design & Traditions. This event was well attended and the club is very
appreciative of the support of townspeople and businesses at our events,

The Egremont Garden Club meets monthly from April thru November. New members
are welcome and encouraged. To join, contact the club at

egremontgardenclub@gmail.com or any member for more information.

(Members of the Egremont Garden Club gathered Aug. 15 at the Claire Teague Senior Center in Great
Barrington for their annual arrangement of flowers in "mugs of cheer" for delivery to recipients of Meals on
Wheels.)
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Housatonic Valley

ASSOC|atlon 1383 Pleasant Streat 19 Furnace Bank Road

150 Kent Road P.O. Box 251 P.0. Box 315

PO Be:): 26? 5 South Lee, MA 01260 Wassaic, NY 12592
0. gl ssaic, NY

Cormwall Bridge, CT 06754 13-384-9795 845-789-1381

860-672-6678

www.hvatoday.org

Housatonic Valley Association

Report on HVA 2017 Activities for the Town of Egremont Residents
January 9, 2018

We would like to thank the town of Egremont for supporting Housatonic Valley Association’s
(HVA) efforts to protect and utilize the Housatonic River Watershed resources. Our mission is to protect
the natural character and environmental health of the entire Housatonic 2,000-square-mile Watershed for
this and future generations. We strive to balance important economic and environmental needs allowing
for smart growth that also protects water quality and encourages open space, wetland habitats, recreation
areas and scenic vistas. In addition to our office is Stockbridge, we also have offices in Cornwall Bridge,
Ct. and in Wassaic, New York.

We work to partner with municipalities, sister organizations, business and community leaders,
along with our members and volunteers, to conserve important conservation lands, and restore and protect
waters throughout the watershed including tributaries such as the Green River and Hubbard Brook. Our
work includes land and water assessments that prioritize our environmental restoration and protection
projects; protecting and developing river access sites and walking and boating trails; creating classroom
and field trip education programs for our region’s schools; conducting adult education through public
talks, publications and outdoor excursions; and community engagement in river cleanups, river

~~.  monitoring and remediation, and issue resolution.

Programs benefitting Egremont residents include:

Green River Assessment — In our goal to gauge the health of our Housatonic Watershed, we
conduct river assessments, by trained volunteers, that collect data on the current use and health
conditions on particular tributaries within the Housatonic Watershed, as well as on the Main
Stem. We have recently completed such a survey on the Green River, from the headwaters in
New York, to the confluence with the Main Stem in Great Barrington. This project has
produced a report that will be distributed to the community that contains an up-to-date
assessment of the Green River, and also provides hands-on river remediation project
opportunities for Egremont residents.

The findings identifies both positive and negative attributes of the river broken down in
approximate mile long sections. These findings are then compiled into a report which describes
the specific findings and also locates these findings on an enclosed map. The report also
recommends specific follow up actions that guide future river conservation, cleanup and
community engagement projects, and water quality monitoring projects. We feel that this
hands-on work by our team of volunteers also fosters improved community understanding of,
and stewardship for, our local waterways. A copy of the Green River Assessment is included in
the packet of information. We will also contact the Egremont Conservation Commission to
request time at a meeting to talk about this report and distribute additional copies. This report
will also be on the HVA website.

Guided Family Paddling Trips — We offer 6 guided paddle trips on various sections of the
Housatonic River in the spring, summer and fall for new and seasoned paddlers and families to
experience and to learn more about our local river environments. These outings are promoted

Lamplief ST
Learn more about workplace giving at www.carthsharenewengland.ore.  Earihhg-s
- 4
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on our website, in the local press and through email. These trips are well attended and we often
have a waiting list. Residents from Egremont have benefitted by joining us on paddle trips.

Improved River Access — Last year we were pleased that were able to install an improved
river access to the Housatonic River in Stockbridge in the form of a floating dock, which was
well received by boaters. This year we were able to raise sufficient funds to design and receive
permits to install another improved site to the Main Stem of the Housatonic River on Division
Street in Great Barrington. We plan on constructing this site in early summer. We feel that
these improved access sites, will assist in getting local residents and visitors alike to get out and
appreciate the Housatonic River.

Watershed Education for Schools — We continue to offer educational programs that fit the
Fifth grade State Educational Standards. These programs are designed to engage young
students in their natural world, using classroom strategies such as hands-on watershed model
demonstrations, as well as outdoor experiences to introduce children to river and watershed
dynamics, and the role we all play in maintaining river health. Specific programs include:
What is a Watershed, Incredible Journey, and Storm Drain Awareness. We’ve also created
“teaching bins” that contain teaching tools including manipulatives, literature and games that
illustrate and support watershed lessons. These programs and our teaching bins are utilized at
Undermountain Elementary School.

Adult education - We have also developed an educational program that focuses on increasing
awareness to local community residents to better understand what they can do to minimize
water quality contamination to the rivers in the watershed. Storm water run-off is the main
cause for water quality impairment (EPA), and we have recently created and will be
implementing a ‘RiverSmart’ program that will discuss this important issue, and get people
actively involved in reducing the impact of stormwater runoff,
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Report on HVA Goals and benefit to Egremont residents.
Taken From - HVA goals from Strategic Plan 2015 — 2020

D) Lead water and land conservation efforts, and promote and advise on land use
and water management policies, to protect significant places and improve
water quality in rivers and streams throughout the watershed.

2) Educate and engage communities throughout the watershed to advance our
collective understanding of the ecological, economic and social values of
conservation.

3) Build on HVA’s strength as the primary, trusted resource for information on
the watershed and its health, maximizing its value to decision-makers,
individuals, organizations, and municipalities

4) Advocate for state water and land policies, and increases in the allocation of
state and federal resources, which advance conservation in the region and the
health of the watershed

5) Strengthen HVA’s human resources and capacity to deliver on goals and
programs as designed.

6) Build awareness of HVA’s mission among permanent and seasonal residents

and decision-makers throughout the watershed.

We strive to work with community members to get out and enjoy the Housatonic
Watershed environment. We focus on developing hands-on volunteer project that collect data
such as river assessments and water quality monitoring to both know more about the river, but
also to feel attached to the river. We feel that the more people interact with river issues, the more
they will feel responsible to help protect and manage the river resource. To this end, we have
created our existing programs of river assessments, water quality monitoring, improving river
access sites, offering school and adult education programs, and providing free paddle trips.
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February 20, 2018

Ms. Mary Brazie

Office Administrator

Town of Egremont

P.O. Box 368

Egremont, MA 01258-0368

Dear Ms. Brazie,

On-behalf of the Literacy Network of South- Berksthire, | 'am writing to thank the Town6f
Egremont for its donation of $400 received on January 9, 201s. With the help of LitNet's
volunteer tutors, adylt learners in the Berkshires improve their basic literacy skills so that they
can better navigate the world around them and make Positive changes in their lives. All of
our work in education and community-building is only possible thanks to your
generosity. '

advanced their careers by attaining better jobs, and 11 students reached significant cultural
or social milestones including buying a house, getting married, securing an apartment,
learning to take the bus, and receiving a driver's license, :

The IRS has designated Literacy Network of South Berkshire, Inc. as 3 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization. Your gift of $400 is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. No goods or

A young Latino student recently spoke about the impact of LitNet on his life and his goals for
the future, He saig: ;

“LitNet is really helping me to improve skills that are going to be instrumenta|
in my professional future. Thank you for believing in us—the students—
and thank you for belie ving in education,

On behalf of this young man and all of oyr students, thank you for believing in LitNet's
mission and for helping us to empower adult learners in the Berkshires.

§rmcerely,

JeriniferVrabel
Executive Director

100 Main Street, Lee, MA 01238 +; 413.243.0471 #; 413.243.6754 info@litnetsb.o
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December 22, 2017

Mary Brazie, Office Administrator

Town of Egremont

P.O. Box 368

Egremont, MA 01258-0368 T

Dear Ms. Brazie,

Railroad Street Youth Project (RSYP) requests $1,500 in FY2019 funding from the Town
of Egremont to support youth development programming that serve the young people
of South County, including residents of the Town of Egremont. These critical,
interlocked programs include:

1. The Drop-in Center is a safe, substance-free space located at 60 Bridge Street in
Great Barrington where young people come together, seek support, develop ideas and
connect with peers and RSYP staff, As a result of their participation at the Drop-in
Center, young people often choose to seek additional support for self-identified needs.

2, The Youth Operational Board (YOB) nurtures innovative, youth-generated ideas.
Made up of a group of 15-20 young people who meet weekly at our Drop-in Center to
review youth-inspired projects and proposals submitted by community members
and/or youth constituents, YOB has sponsored over 350 activities over the last few
years. Under the guidance of RSYP staff, YOB has proven to be an outstanding forum
for developing youth leadership skills, and informs RSYP’s programmatic decision
making.

3. The Sexual Health Education Initiative provides evidence-based sexual health
education to local middle- and high-school students, including those enrolled at Mount
Everett Regional School.

Combined, these programs help youth find their voice and realize the benefits of their
commitment to themselves and their community. Last year, the Drop-in Center saw
more than 256 visits from youth (with an average of 30 per week), 40 young people
became voting members of YOB, 47 projects were proposed by youth for funding, and
we delivered the Get Real sexual health curriculum to every 9% grade student at both
Monument Mountain and Mount Everett High Schools (a total of 176 students). Of the
total youth served, we estimate that at least 5% were residents of the Town of
Egremont,

Thank you for your continued support of RSYP.

Ananda Timpane
Executive Director

PO Box 698, Great Barrington, MA 01230
Phone (413) 528-2475 Www.rsyp.org
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January 30, 2018

Mary Brazie

Town Hall

PO Box 368

Egremont, MA 01258-0368

Dear Mary,

Please accept this letter as our request for a FY 2019 allocation enabling Berkshire South Regional
Community Center to continue providing essential programs and services for families and individuals in our
community. Our mission continues to address five elements essential to living a balanced, healthy life:
recreation, education, culture, health, and social well-being. Qur primary objectives and goals are:

1) To ensure that donors are investing in a well-managed agency that focuses on stronger families and a
stronger community;

2) To use community need to guide our programming and to measure our success by community impact;
3) To ensure that our organization's greatest strengths are employed to create efficiencies, build
collaborations, and enhance streamlined services to respond to the needs of the Southern Berkshire
community.

We are asking for a $2,000 allocation from the Town of Egremont toward Berkshire South’s FY 2019
operating budget. This allocation will directly impact not only the residents of Egremont — 108 of whom
were members of the Center in 2017 — but also their neighbors and community partners in the Southern
Berkshires, bringing sustainability and unity to our rural community. From the littlest Egremont community
member attending Sunshine Preschool to a more seasoned member attending a fitness class for seniors, the
Center continues to provide resources for all Egremont residents. Some of our programming utilized by
Egremont residents has, and will continue to include:

Adult fitness, aquatic programs and initiatives like the "Get Fit Challenge", a program offering group
work outs, weigh-ins and nutritional coaching

* Free weekly community suppers open to all. Meals are cooked by local, talented chefs.

* Free intergenerational ukulele band and chorus

¢ Interest-based programs in writing, art, dance, gardening and yoga

¢  D.O.P.E (Discussing Our Personal Experiences), a well-attended support group that was created asa
response to the community’s concerns about the opioid epidemic

» The Youth Intervention/Prevention Curriculum (YIPC), which offers a range of youth development
programming

 Sunshine Preschool, a full-day Massachusetts Early Education and Care (EEC) regulated preschool

» After-school, snowy day, school break and % school day programs (licensed by MA Department of
Early Education and Care) and summertime Action Adventures Day Camp {licensed by MA
Department of Public Health)

BERKSHIRE SOUTH | &322 eouthon

RecroNaL CoMmMUuNITY CENTER 15 Crissey Road, Great Barrington, MA 01230
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* Low-cost childcare during popular fitness classes
* Land- and water-based fitness programs for patrons with adaptive needs. We partner with a number
of therapeutic/rehabilitation programs.

As a unique resource informed directly by the needs of our community, Berkshire South Regional
Community Center strives each day to uphold its commitment to providing services to all, regardless of
ability to pay. In an effort to reach our goal of connecting the community at large, Berkshire South has
established a Financial Assistance Program to ensure such access. The average reported household income
for those served by our Financial Assistance Program during 2017 was $17,284.

Participation in the Center’s Assistance program is significant given that in 2016 as recorded by Talk
Poverty, 14% of the district’s population was living below the poverty level {$24,340 for a family of four)™. To
accommodate this demographnc Berkshire South employs a pluralistic approach to raising the funds needed
to offset the expense of member subsidies including requests of individuals, foundations, corporations and
our surroundmg Towns. Total Financial Assistance for 2017 amounted to $83,687 — an increase of $18,187
from 2016 — of which the Center provided $63,904 in membership assistance and $19,783 in program
assistance. $4,080 of that assistance was given to twelve Egremont residents.

Small towns and rural communities such as ours are looking for ways to strengthen their economies,
provide better quality of life, and build on local assets. Your investment in Berkshire South does just that.
Annual town support for Berkshire South provides a foundation for lasting prosperity. Any support given by
the Town Of Egremont for FY 2019 will go to our operational budget.

I invite you to explore our recent catalog and marvel at the array of programs, classes, fitness
opportunities, aquatics and other activities that improve and enrich the lives of Egremont residents. | can
assure you no other organization comes close to the level of commitment to our everyday health and well-
being as does Berkshire South Regional Community Center.

Thank you for partnering with us as we strengthen bonds, create friendships and share in
community. We greatly appreciate your continued support and the powerful impact it has on families and
individuals in the Southern Berkshire area.

Most Smcerely,

W/ f’/‘ /{4( [/{
Jpnise Lucey
xecutive Director

Enclosure:
Contract of services BSRCC provides Egremont residents
Recent catalogue of programs (January - April 2018)

! hitps://talkpoverty.org/cd-year-report/massachusetts-cd-1-report-2017/

Berkshire South Regional Community Center + 15Crissey Road ¢ Great Barrington, MA 01230 * (413) 528-2810 ¢ www.berkshiresouth.org

! B E RKS Hy RE S 0 UT Iiage 2 Tz ﬁfﬁgfils%iresouth.org

Recronar CommuniTy CENTER 15 Crissey Road, Great Barrington, MA 01230
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